PICNIC   PARTY

Mr. Erskine concluded his account of the eastern
head of the Trimurti in Elephanta, in these words:

"His cap is richly adorned with variegated figures,
branches, and flowers; among others may be dis-
tinguished a skull, or death's head; a serpent, with
various folds and branches of the bilva-tree, the leaves
of which issue three from a point, like the trefoil; and
nirgundi, a sort of shrub, which are symbols that belong
peculiarly to Shiva; a few curls run along below his cap.
Behind his cap the stone is excavated into two narrow
parallel slips, [not seen in the drawing], the one higher
than the other, in which two persons might lie stretched
at length, without being observed from below; but
there are no steps up to them."

The description given in the Bombay Transactions
of the two other heads is equally minute, graphic, and
strictly accurate; and nobody should visit the cave
without that account to guide them. At this distance
from the spot, however, those details, so peculiarly
interesting when present, are apt to become tiresome.

This magnificent triad lies in a recess cut in the rock
to the depth of thirteen feet, including the thickness
of the doorway screen, or wall, which is about two feet
and a half. The basement is raised about two feet
nine inches from the ground. In the corners of the
threshold are two holes, as if doorposts had been
inserted in them; and in the floor is a groove, as if for
receiving a screen, which may have been occasionally
let down to conceal the group. The vignette at the
beginning of this volume, carefully copied from Mrs.
Ashburner's drawing, gives a good idea of this singular
work of art.

The occurrence of a triple head of such magnitude,
and of such skill and beauty in the workmanship, in a
spot so much within the range of observation, has
naturally led travellers into various speculations as to
its origin and the object of its sculptors. On this
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